Informed Consent:  HHS states that vaccines DO cause autism
Do parents get accurate and complete information on which to make their decisions on vaccination?

I have shared with the committee that in the fall of 2000 when I asked my pediatrician if the vaccine he wanted to administer to my premature son had mercury in it, he told me it did not, yet injected him with a full dose mercury vaccine.  

I was robbed of informed consent.

I have also shared with the committee that his younger brother regressed into autism following his 18 month vaccinations.  This happened after we were told by our pediatrician that vaccines cannot cause autism.

I was again robbed of informed consent.

After my son regressed, and I attempted to get accurate information on his neurological condition.  I was again told that vaccines did not cause autism, robbing me of a chance to peruse medical treatment for his vaccine induced brain injury.

Because it has been the position of the federal government that vaccination can and does result in autism since at least 1991.  That is the oldest case uncovered in the Vaccine Injury Compensation Program where a child with autism was paid from the fund.
These cases were not public knowledge, not that they were secret, they were just never publicized.  Until Hannah Poling.  In the spring of 2008, Dr. Jon Poling, Johns Hopkins Pediatric Neurologist (who spoke at the 2009 Maine CDC Autism conference, video is here:  http://adventuresinautism.blogspot.com/2009/07/maine-cdc-autism-conference-how-do-we.html) went on the record and told CNN that the VICP had conceded that the vaccines administered to his daughter Hannah caused a vaccine encephalopathy (medical term for brain damage) that caused her autism.  Two other families, the Hiatt and the Banks followed, and a CBS News investigation found 7 more autism cases that they VICP had paid (although those families chose not to make their stories public.)

Which opened the question, why is one department of HHS, the CDC, denying that vaccines can cause autism, while another department, HRSA, paying children for vaccine induced autism?

What proceeds from there is a fascinating and undertold story, and the subject of my chapter in the book Vaccine Epidemic.  But here are the basics of what we know about the federal government’s understanding of vaccine/autism causation.


Allow me to call your attention to the US Department of Health and Human Resources, Health Resources Services Administration, Vaccine Injury Compensation Program's table of compensated vaccine injuries. http://www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation/table.htm (also attached)

You will note that HRSA recognizes and compensates vaccine deaths as well as an array of neurological and autoimmune conditions known to be caused by vaccines. You will also note that both MMR and DTaP are known to cause vaccine encephalopathy (medical term for brain damage). If you check the symptoms of this encephalopathy (scroll down to the middle of the page) in children 18 months and older, you will find that they include:

1. Loss of eye contact
2. Not responsive to normal speech
3. Don't seem to recognize familiar people

This is a description of a child regressing into autism. This is an accurate description of my child following his DTaP vaccine. However for displaying these symptoms following the shot, he was diagnosed with "autism" and never even evaluated for "vaccine encephalopathy," despite my continued insistence to my pediatrician that I believed his vaccines were involved. He insisted that the AAP assured him that vaccines were not involved in autism causation. Later when I learned about the HRSA description of this vaccine injury, I forwarded it to my pediatrician with a letter asking if he knew about this vaccine reaction and if this is what could have happened to my son. He has never responded to my queries. It was past the 3 year statute of limitations placed on vaccine injury, and I can now never file for compensation for my son's vaccine induced brain damage that was called "autism" by his doctors who likely just didn’t know any better. 

(You will also note that seizures are often a feature of vaccine encephalopathy, and about a third of those diagnosed with "autism" also have seizures.)

Following the publication of the Poling, Hiatt and Banks cases, HRSA was forced to admit that yes, vaccine encephalopathy causes autism. This was their official statement on the case to a reporter's inquiry. (emphasis added)

“From: Bowman, David (HRSA) [mailto:DBowman@hrsa.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2009 5:22 PM
To: 'dkirby@nyc.rr.com'
Subject: HRSA Statement

David,

In response to your most recent inquiry, HRSA has the following
statement:

The government has never compensated, nor has it ever been ordered to compensate, any case based on a determination that autism was actually caused by vaccines. We have compensated cases in which children exhibited an encephalopathy, or general brain disease. Encephalopathy may be accompanied by a medical progression of an array of symptoms including autistic behavior, autism, or seizures.

Some children who have been compensated for vaccine injuries may have shown signs of autism before the decision to compensate, or may ultimately end up with autism or autistic symptoms, but we do not track cases on this basis.

Regards,

David Bowman
Office of Communications
Health Resources and Services Administration
301-443-3376”

Note that HRSA freely admits that they don't even track how often vaccines cause autism, after admitting that HRSA knows that they do cause autism. This is dereliction of duty. 
(This statement was published by no less high profile a source than Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., environmental lawyer and activist, and son of our late Attorney General, however it took almost two years for another mainstream media outlet to carry the story.  Finally reported it last year, yet the public and physicians remain in the dark about this admission.)
As HRSA has been paying these vaccine encephalopathy/autism cases since at least 1991, we can surmise that HHS has failed to inform the public and even pediatricians, of this potential adverse out come to vaccination.  In my lifetime there has been a 6000% increase in autism rates, which we now know is not attributable to better recognition of the disorder or changes in diagnostic procedures.  What started out as the brushing under the rug of a few statistical outliers has snowballed into a neurological epidemic.

And despite the fact that all this is now published information, you STILL hear, in the testimony of even the opponents of these bills, the false claims that vaccines do not cause autism and that there is no research that supports the claims that vaccines can cause autism.
I told the committee that I would supply 48 research papers that are evidence that vaccines can and do cause autism.  I am submitting 49.

We also heard testimony that there is no evidence that mercury in vaccines causes harm.  I am attaching an article I wrote in the fall of 2009 listing the known, undisputed health hazards of this practice, completely apart from the mercury/autism debate, and cites the research, that it has been asserted, does not exist.

Supporting documents attached:

-HRSA Vaccine Injury Compensation Table

